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agitations, and no simple solution would give them
any pleasure. This is the price you pay for the
entire breach of continuity in your history made by
the Eevolution. You ask about the English elec-
tions; they are really explained by the love of
plain and simple proceedings in Government which
is natural here, where the sense of continuity is
stronger than in any other country. The Gladstone
Ministry was straining itself to imagine and invent
all kinds of reforms; it had no clear ideas, it had
done what it had been set to do, it was not digni-
fied in its foreign policy, and many of its mem-
bers were pragmatical and dictatorial. The country
expressed its liking for "the old ways," for the
present at any rate, and turned to the Conserva-
tives. The party which has lost most by the recent
elections is the party of the political Dissenters.
What follies the Church may commit one can never
tell; but if the Church is prudent, and the Govern-
ment gives it the reforms it requires, Prdbestant
Dissent is doomed, in my opinion, to a rapid de-
cline in this country.
I do not think Mr. Henslow's book is worth your
troubling yourself much with. Hepworth Dixon's
book on Penn is interesting; but if those times
interest you, read Burnet's History of Ms own Time,
a contemporary and most instructive book, which
might well give you matter for a lecture. I am
bringing out the'fourth edition of my Literature
and Dogma. A Erench army surgeon writes to me
from Algeria that he has translated the bofk, and
proposes to send a specimen of his translation to